
 

At our April meeting, John Riddell, transported our 

Members on a virtual Tour of a selection of Ayrshire 

Harbours. 

Colin Golightly has kindly given us his account of the Tour. 

Ayrshire Harbours 

In our April Zoom Talk, John Riddell gave an absorbing 

insight into Ayrshire harbours from Ballantrae to Largs, a 

distance of eighty miles.  

Some harbours were natural, requiring adaptation, such as 

at Troon, some river mouth type needing significant 

dredging and breakwater provision and those purpose built are often L-shaped to lessen 

the effect of buffeting south west winds on the exposed coastline, regularly subject to 

force nine gales. 

Harbour development was necessitated by the needs of the fishing industry, other 

trades and of course travel. 

Significant coal deposits in our county encouraged landowners to develop harbours at 

Troon (the Duke of Portland), Ardrossan (The Earls of Eglinton) and Lord Montgomerie 

who also had interests at Saltcoats.  

From Ayr, coal was exported to Ireland and as far as the Caribbean and Newfoundland 

and currently exports open cast coal to Norway. This harbour now, among other 

commodities, deals with trade in wind turbine components, timber and fertilizers. 

Nineteenth century rail development assisted the rapid transportation of coal and with 

rail reaching Ayr in 1840 and Largs by 1885, a successful passenger trade by land and 

sea. The journey from Ardrossan to Glasgow took a mere eighty minutes. 

There was much reminiscence on steamer and ferry travel from Largs, including the short 

lived, noisy and uncomfortable Aubrey to Millport hovercraft experience. 

We were thoroughly entertained by John who whetted the appetite for visits to 

delightful harbours such as at Portencross and further afield to Dunure, Maidens and 

Ballantrae.   

Our Programme of talks continues as follows: 

 Wednesday 5th May 
  Field Studies Centre Millport and the 

  Natural History of the Isle of Cumbrae      

   Jennifer Pearson  

 and Kathryn Harris 

 Wednesday 2nd June   Hessilhead Wildlife Centre    Tabatha Fisher 

These talks will again be delivered remotely at 2 pm. 

A Reminder will be sent to all our Members at the beginning of May and it will include a 

direct link to the talk. 

 



 

Please note that our AGM originally scheduled for June has been postponed until 

September. This will now take place on Wednesday 1st September and, if restrictions 

permit, will be a face-to-face meeting.  If restrictions on gatherings indoors make this 

impractical it will be held remotely via Zoom. 

A copy of our Audited Accounts and the proposed Membership Subscription for 2021-

2022 will be sent to our Members, for their approval, during June. 

The Committee are making plans for accommodation for the Groups which will be 

permitted and who wish to resume face to face meetings in September. However these 

plans will reflect caution as well as optimism. 

Please remember that our website: oirlargs.org.uk is an excellent way of keeping  up-

to-date with our Activities and it also gives you the opportunity to contact us  via the 

“contact us” page. Alternatively you may prefer to use our e-mail address 

oir.largs@outlook.com 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

We have reached the 630 mark, just 69% of last year’s Membership on this day. 

 

The Committee are very appreciative of the positive feedback which we have received 

in recent weeks. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Stuart 

Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


