
 

  

At our February meeting, Members were treated to a wonderful 

feast of Burns’ Poetry and Music. 

Colin Golightly has kindly written this account of the two-part 

entertainment. 

         

 

“An Afternoon with Rabbie Burns.     

Through the mechanism of ‘Zoom’ arranged by Jean and the Committee, Billy Strang and 

Ian McInnes delivered insights into Robert Burns. 

Backed by a striking tartan throw, Billy gave his spirited Tam O’ Shanter rendition. We 

heard again those familiar phrases of ‘the bonnie lassies’ all ‘the bletherin’ and of the 

‘haunted kirk’.  Weather mentioned echoed our dreich afternoon - the wind blew in ‘the 

dreary hour’ and ‘the despising wind and rain’ while the ‘de’il has business’ and ‘the groaning 

trees’.   

Probably many of us at the end of the session went to our bookshelves keen to re-acquaint 

ourselves with this wonderful poem. 

Ian followed up with Northamptonshire composer, Malcolm Arnold and his 1995 Tam O’ 

Shanter overture accompanied by stirring images of Tam’s ride. He outlined Burns’ Scottish 

journey collecting poems, songs and tunes for adaptation.  

We heard, ‘Ca The Yowes Tae The Knowes,’ a shepherdess song set against scenic depictions 

of shepherding hardships. This was followed by ‘John Anderson My Jo’ and ‘Ae Fond Kiss’ 

which we all know well. We ended appropriately with a delightful rendition of ‘Auld Lang 

Syne, as a blend of two tunes accompanied by a splendid pipe band. 

Our thanks to Ian and Billy and the arranging committee for heart-warming fare on a 

stormy afternoon”. 

Our Programme of Talks continues as follows: 

    Wednesday 3rd March  “It Will Be OK on the Day”        “The Sundowners” 

    Wednesday 7th April       “Ayrshire Harbours”             John Riddell 

Many of you will have seen the excellent performances from our Drama Group over the 

years and I am a sure you will not be disappointed this year.  

However, this session’s production will be a new experience for all of us as it will be a Zoom 

performance.  I do hope you will “Zoom” in and support them in this new venture. 

These Talks will again be delivered to Members remotely at 2 pm. with the usual Reminder 

being sent during the weekend prior to the Talk and it will include a direct Link, so no need 

for it to be requested ! 
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GROUP NEWS 

Advanced Italian – This group of Italian Speakers have resumed conversing via Zoom. 

German – Recommenced at the beginning of February via Zoom. 

Geology – Twelve people have added their name to the list of interested participants but 

it is not too late yet to add yours.  

Once we are able to meet face-to-face we will be looking for a Leader. 

Tai-Chi – has resumed meeting via Zoom.  

For more information, please contact Elizabeth Hambley, the Group Leader on 528639. 

Keeping Fit – This proposed new Group has attracted a lot of interest from our Members.  

It will be held on Tuesday evenings from 5.30 to 6.30 pm. commencing on 2nd March.  

Next Tuesday - 23rd February, at 4.30 pm. Thelma and Morag, who are the Instructors, 

have arranged a Zoom chat so that they can explain the structure of the class, payment 

methods etc.  

Morag will be known to some of you after her excellent talk on “Active Ageing”.  

It is not too late to register your interest by e-mailing, oir.largs@outlook.com 

At the February Committee Meeting, much time was devoted to discussing the gradual 

resumption of face-to-face Group Meetings as and when we are permitted to do so next 

session.   

In an attempt to ascertain the feelings of our Members about returning to classes, 

provided the correct social distancing and other measures are in place, Group Leaders will 

be asked to have a conversation with their members.   

It may be that some Groups will choose to remain meeting remotely, indefinitely. 

Unfortunately, Groups where social distancing is not possible will have to be the last to 

resume. 

The Committee are also preparing the Programme of Speakers for 2021-2022 and would 

welcome suggestions from our Members. As we may have to continue with Zoom meetings 

at the beginning of the session then Speakers do not have to be local. 

Please remember that our website: oirlargs.org.uk is an excellent way of keeping  up-to-

date with our Activities and it also gives you the opportunity to contact us  via the “contact 

us” page. 

Alternatively you may prefer to use our e-mail address oir.largs@outlook.com 

The Committee are really appreciative of the positive feedback which we have received in 

recent weeks. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

We have reached the 623 mark, just 70% of last year’s Membership on this day. 

Jean Stuart 

Chairperson 


