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Welcome to  ‘Network’ -  replacement for The Grapevine but with the same 
basic aim: to keep OIR Members in Largs up to date with what’s going on in the 
organisation.   
 
Myself and the huge editorial team behind me (beware, I’m prone to 
exaggeration – it’s only me really) are poised to report on what’s happening 
out there.  Our roving reporter would love to visit your group for an in-depth   

                                                interview.  Or even just a photograph, a coffee and a wee biscuit. 
 
So who’s going first then.  Just send me an email at  cleospike@hotmail.com   
 
Looking forward to seeing you soon and if you have anything you think the world should know just get in 
touch. 
Ag 

           Outings.   They’re back 

Jamie and the Unicorn - Tuesday 30 November 

As you know we have not had an outing for a while and some 
may still not feel comfortable being in large groups.  If, however, 
there is enough interest from members, we could organise a trip 

in November to a Pantomime in the  Ayr Gaiety Theatre.   Jamie and the Unicorn runs for 75 minutes and 
is a socially distanced afternoon performance starting at 2pm.  Travel restrictions will require you to wear 
a mask over your mouth and nose when on the bus.    The bus will leave Largs at 11am which would allow 
the group to have a coffee somewhere in Ayr before the performance. Home in Largs by 5pm. Cost  - £17 

Interested?  Pop into the office to book your place.  If numbers are low this trip may not run. 
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November’s Monthly Talk  

The Art of Propaganda.  

Speaker - Andrew Shand on 3 November 2021                   

Andrew’s entertaining and thought-provoking talk was enjoyed by a thoroughly engaged audience in the 
Clark Memorial Hall.  

Used by leaders throughout history, propaganda has proved effective in encouraging a collective purpose. 
‘Make few points, repeat your slogans often until the last person agrees’, was clearly spelled out by Hitler 
in ‘Mein Kampf’.  

Oft repeated mantras, with carefully chosen illustrations, catch the popular imagination and inspire 
people to commit to a common purpose. A good example of this is ‘Your Country Needs You’ with the 
accusing finger which even today starkly reminds us of the many young men motivated to enlist.  

 

Pictures alone can compel, such as the contrived image of a Suffragette chained to railings. King Billy, 
Napoleon crossing the Alps, Hitler as an armoured teutonic knight and the North Korean leader are 
examples of leaders believing they will be regarded as successful if pictured in a certain pose on a white 
horse. Everyone laughed at the image of Putin naked to the waist. 

The cause of anti-Semitism is well served by cynically contrived posters. Colour can be skilfully selected to 
reinforce the point. Remember judges portrayed as ‘Enemies of The People,’ with the tops of their red 
robes showing?  

In his briskly moving talk Andrew entertained but left us in no doubt that the mischievous art of 
propaganda flourishes today. He suggested we retain a healthy scepticism and a refusal to take anything 
for granted. Maybe then we could fully ‘Take Back Control.’  

                                                                                                                          Colin Golightly 



December’s Monthly Meeting 

The Strathspey and Reel Society will entertain us all at the next meeting on Wednesday 1 December at 
2pm in The Clark Memorial Church Hall.  Not to be missed.      

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  

Currently 671, a healthy increase of 65 on the figure this time last year.  

Group Attendance Lists are being handed in for checking against the database next week This will 
probably identify 20-30 outstanding subscriptions and, together with an unknown number of new 
members, we could get close to 750 for the year, only time will tell!  

Thank you for having paid your subscription.  

Allen Fenton  

Membership Secretary  

 

Group News   

Dance    
The Dance Group which meets on a Monday afternoon held its Halloween Dance recently and as usual 
there were some excellent costumes.  You can see Bill who runs the group dressed as Spiderman.  He 
didn’t win as he wears that every week.  The prize went to the person who squashed themselves into the 
dog costume.  Well done that person.   
 
Anyone interested in joining the group should give Bill Alexander a call on 522043. 
 

 
 



 
French 3 ( Wednesday 2-4pm) 
The Wednesday afternoon French class is looking forward to returning to face-to-face classes in January. 
Please contact Agnes Kennedy if interested on 689696. 
 
 
Guitar   (Thursday 2-4pm) 
The Guitar Group now has two sections - beginners and an intermediate group so if you are thinking 
about starting to learn or are taking it up again, please get in touch with Billy Strang on 07961 313243. 
   
Line Dancing 
If you are interested in joining a new  line dancing group please note your interest in the OIR Office. 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Stitch and Craft 
Following Julie Ramsey’s resignation, unfortunately the Stitch and Craft Group is no longer available.  The 
existing members voted that the Group had run its course. 

 

Telephone numbers for all Group Leaders are in the Activities Timetable which can be found  

on the OIR Website (oirlargs.org.uk) or in the OIR Office. 
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