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Hi Readers, 
I do hope you managed to down a few chocolate eggs over the weekend. If 
you haven’t managed to finish them all fear not.  I can help you.  Do get in 
touch.  If chocolate is not your thing, here is a joke for you. What do you call a 
line of rabbits jumping backwards?  
 
 

                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                      A receding hare-line. 
                                                I know. I know. Don’t give up your day job. 
 
                                                Ag  
                                                email  cleospike@hotmail.com   

Outings  

We are off again on Tuesday 3  May. 

This time we will be visiting the newly reopened Burrell 
Collection followed by a trip to the pictures to see the new 
Downton Abbey film which will be released on 29 April.  There 
will be a chance to have lunch at the Burrell and for you to fall 
asleep in the cinema on one of their luxury reclining chairs whilst 
squashing left over  Easter chocolate that you inadvertently 
dropped down the side of your seat onto your good coat.  

All yours for  £25.  Lunch is not included but there are several 
cafes at the Burrell and a seating area for those who wish to take 
their own lunch.   

 

The Burrell and Downton Abbey 

Tuesday 3 May 
Leaving Largs at 10am 
Returning by 5.15pm 
 
Tickets available at the OIR office. 

 

 

http://www.oirlargs.org.uk/
mailto:cleospike@hotmail.com


March’s Monthly Meeting 

 Love letters from a Desert Rat  

When Alex Macintyre and Nan married at the outset of World War Two, little did 
they imagine that eleven days later they would be separated for four and a half 
years. Alex left for the Western desert while Nan remained in Glasgow.  

On their first wedding anniversary, Alex ‘celebrated’ by saving a few days water 
and giving both himself and his socks a good wash.  

  

Their remarkable story is now revealed in a best-selling book, ‘Love Letters of A Desert Rat’ written by 
their daughter, Liz, who gave such an absorbing talk to spellbound OIR listeners.  

This story was made possible by the chance discovery of three hundred beautifully written letters in the 
back of a wardrobe during a house clearance. Liz in her engaging talk showed how love, humanity and 
humour helped to bridge the distance between her parents.  

 

 

 

 

In his letters to Nan, Alex notes that ‘the wind annoying 
sand’ had been exchanged for Glasgow rain. He was a great 
observer and narrator illustrating all around him – The Suez 
Canal, the ‘brass hats’ giving orders and the whole warp and 
weft of war in the desert arena. He is often the master of 
understatement mentioning that ‘things are a bit hectic 
here’, when alluding to the Battle of El Alamein. We were 
amused to hear that in one letter he says, ‘your knitting is 
getting better, I can almost get the socks on my feet.’  

Returning at last to Glasgow after the conflict Nan and Alex 
wanted nothing less than a home and a family. This part of 
their life alone would make an engaging story…….but for the 
treasure trove found in that wardrobe.  

In one early letter, Alex insisted that although he had the gift 
of the gab, he was no letter writer. We beg to differ and, 
without doubt, many of us will now be keen to read Liz’s 
book.  

Colin Golightly     

                                                                                                                                                               



Membership Update  

The membership total has increased to 758.  Still room for a few more. 
 
Allen Fenton 
Membership Secretary 
 

Group News 

What’s going on?  Some of the Committee members report back on their visits to our 
groups.  

Carpet Bowls                                                                

I had an enjoyable game of carpet bowls on 1 March.  Both groups, Tuesdays and Fridays, are well 
attended and everyone appeared to be very satisfied with the arrangements organised by Brian and 
Margaret McNeil.   

                                                                                                                                                   Eric Niven 

 

 

Drama Group 

I attended the Drama Group’s wrap up meeting for the season.  Having showered them with praise for 
their recent performance I was invited to help them devour their afternoon tea goodies. 

The group goes from strength to strength but are looking for a bit more strength in the form of male 
participants.  Tis said they will be welcomed with open arms.  An opportunity not to be missed. 

                                                                          Eric Niven 

 



 

Tai Chi 

On a very windy day in Largs I visited the calm of the Beginners’ Group of Tai Chi.  What a revelation.  The 
advanced group of about 20 was leaving as another 20 plus me took our places under the careful 
supervision of Martin and Kate, the tutors.  I have never attended Tai Chi before but I really enjoyed being 
put through the exercises with quiet encouragement and enthusiasm.  OIR are so lucky to have such 
wonderful tutors with a wealth of knowledge and experience of Tai Chi.  Elizabeth is a very efficient and 
hard working group leader and some of the more proficient members of the group help others along the 
way. 

The groups are well attended but there may be a space so if you are interested phone Elizabeth Hambley 
the Group Leader on 04175 528639.   

Shirley Strang                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Telephone numbers for all Group Leaders are in the Activities Timetable which can be found on the OIR  
Website or in the OIR office. 

 
Contact us by email at  oir.largs@outlook.com 
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