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DRESSED FOR THE OCCASION!  

The OIR Ballroom Dance Group held their Hallowe’en themed dance on Monday 30th October in the Clark Memorial 

Church Hall. As per usual the standard of costume was very good, indicating that the dancers had gone to a lot 

of trouble and effort to prepare themselves for the best prize.  

After our usual break for tea and biscuits, we had a PARADE round the dance floor to the music of “Bewitched”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This allowed our Independent Judge, Robert Brown (ex-Chairman of OIR) to view the fine array of costumes. He 

found it quite difficult to pick a winner. However, after a great deal of thought, Robert chose 

 ELLEN KERR (Best Ladies Costume)                              and (Best Gents Costume)   BERNARD RAFFERTY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both of whom were worthy winners. 

 

 

 

 

 
Our next themed dance will be to celebrate ST ANDREW’S DAY which has a Scottish flavour and we’ll be wearing 

a little bit of tartan. This will be held at the end of November. We then finish our dance session with our 

CHRISTMAS DANCE. This takes place on December 11th at the Willowbank Hotel and will be a great night for 

everyone to dress up and enjoy themselves. 

For further details contact Bill Alexander Tel: 522043 or Archie Adams Tel: 649008 



 

THE HISTORY OF GLASGOW CENTRAL HOTEL 

Our Guest Speakers on 1st November were Ms Jill Scott and Mr Bill Hicks. They started by confessing that they 

had no connection to the Hotel, their backgrounds had been as long-time journalists with The Sunday Post. 

Their presentation to us came in the form of an interview, with Jill evoking memories from Bill. They had been 

asked to write a 90 page book on their research which eventually became 160 pages, all to be completed in 4 

months. This was in 2010 when restoration was about to be started. Bill’s first visit was daunting as the place was 

a shambles with scaffolding everywhere. 

Jill in her turn went back to researching the Victorian Heritage of this British Railway Hotel. Starting in the 

Mitchell library, the 1883 Glasgow Herald declared Glasgow to be the Second City of the Empire. In 1877 the 

600 houses of Grahamston village were knocked down by the Caledonian Company to accommodate the Caledonian 

Railway Station. A brochure from Glasgow University Library stated that the Caledonian Central Hotel with its 

beautiful ballroom, had 390 beds and 210 servants. This brochure, declared Jill, was a fabulous find for 

information on trips to Rothesay from Wemyss Bay and other places along the West Coast. She discovered that 

in 1912 the Hotel tariff was from 25/- per day and a cold bath was 1/-  brr! 

Jill and Bill elaborated on the Mal Maison Restaurant with its high dress code and French menu. This was definitely 

the place to go! The Hotel attracted anyone and everyone. In 1954 Roy Rogers and Trigger arrived. The abundance 

of theatres brought Sophie Tucker (1934), Mae West (1947), plus Errol Flynn, Frank Sinatra and Bob Hope, to 

name but a few. Other notables included Royalty, Politicians, John Logie Baird and even the Beatles! 

After many changes much of the original fabric has now been put back. This includes the Champagne Bar and the 

wonderful marble floor. 

All of this is fully illustrated in their book which many of us enjoyed scanning. A warm round of applause was well 

deserved. 

QUITE A BUZZ ! 

Most Group leaders present at the bi-annual meeting welcomed the contribution to increased membership from 

our successful Open Day and gave positive reports on their activities. 

It was noted that the Tune-up group is no longer in OIR. Visits by Committee Members to Groups were generally 

well received and it is hoped they will continue. 

A full bus is now going to the wonderful Ayr Concerts. 

Jean Stuart (Chairperson) said that our memorial bench is now full restored and can be found at Vikingar.  

Eric Niven (Treasurer) explained the increased costs of halls. His final Outing of the year is on Monday 27th 

November, to the refurbished Kelvin Hall, followed by a City Centre Lighthouse lunch, with time for Christmas 

shopping. He would welcome someone taking over the Trips. 

Allen Fenton (Membership Secretary) gave our ever increasing membership figures. 

Bob Pattie (Group Liaison Officer) discussed hall bookings. 

Jean reminded us that we are still looking for volunteers to do the catering at monthly meetings. 

Marco Cecchini, with his knowledge of European Languages, was pleased to inform Janette Fulton, leader of the 

Zumba Group, that Zumba is the Spanish for BUZZ!  She agreed that she does get a buzz every Thursday morning. 

FRENCH INTERMEDIATE GROUP ONE 

The Wednesday afternoon class were left to work on their own for a couple of weeks as their “Prof” was off 

gallivanting on a cruise. It has to be said however that she left a whole load of work for them.  

They knew better and decided to show a French film on one of the afternoons. 

The chosen film was “La Famille Bélier” about a teen girl who lives on a farm with her parents who are deaf. 

The girl discovers that she has a talent for singing.   I won’t say any more apart from that it is a very uplifting 

film after you have dried your tears.  Highly recommended (especially the English subtitles). 

                                                                                       Agnes Kennedy, Group Leader  

                                                                                                                                                                           

TAI-CHI “A DEDICATED BEGINNER” 

As Editor of the Grapevine I was contacted by Monica J. Rutherford who had been asked by group leader 

Elizabeth Hambley to prepare a piece on her introduction to Tai-Chi. 

In sending her best wishes, she said she would be everlastingly grateful to OIR Largs for opening a door to a 

whole new world of study and possibilities she never knew existed. Tai-Chi has brought her enormous benefits in 

health, strength and well-being. 

I shall start with her first few paragraphs and continue in the New Year. 

 



A “Trip” into Tai-Chi 

Never run up the prom steps in the Winter rain in welly boots! Result, a serious loss of dignity, a damaged wrist, 

and the end of my days as a Yoga student. A chance meeting with a friend led to me joining OIR and walking into 

my first Tai-Chi class like “the coo’s tail” at the end of that year’s classes. It was the beginning of March 2008, 

with only 4 classes left, and no hope of catching up with the folk who had been there since the previous 

September. I lurked at the back and hoped that nobody would notice me while I tried to blend in with the wall. 

It didn’t work! A crick in the neck was the only result. 

You move around and change direction a lot, while trying to master the moves of the “37 step open hand Tai-Chi 

form” in a fog of incomprehension at the end of the 4 classes. I was also intrigued and curious enough to want 

to come back, never mind the 2 left feet and very questionable co-ordination. 

The beginners’ classes began in September 2008. Our Instructor was the endlessly patient and kind Robert 

Taylor. The fog of incomprehension began slowly to disappear, fascination appeared instead, even my co-

ordination and rubbish feet began to sort themselves out. In Robert’s wise words “You can learn the 37 step 

form in a year, then you can spend the rest of your life getting it right.” Oh, how true! 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 

The Festive Season is almost upon us and to get you in the mood for Christmas our meeting on 6th December will 

have a Festive feel to it with some Christmas Music by Caroline Morgan and Catherine McMorran.   

The following week the group activities stop for Christmas and I know that many of them will be having their 

own Festivities in the form of lunches or parties. 

On behalf of the Committee I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas!                                           Jean Stuart                                                                                                                                                                               

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

The entertainment at our final meeting of the year, on Wednesday 6th December at 2 pm in Clark Memorial Hall, 

will be followed by a Christmas Tea. Bring a friend along for fun and festive fare.   

Please note that our next meeting will be on the second Wednesday, the 10th January, 2018 

Our Guest Speaker will be Mr Greg Beecroft, speaking on Wemyss Bay Station and Pier. 

Congratulations to Neil Barlow from the Advanced Italian Group on gaining an ‘A’ Grade in this Summer’s 

Highers Examination. 

Visit our website: oirlargs.org.uk                                                                    Joan Robinson Tel: 01475 675665  

 

 

 

 
 

 


