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Dear Members of OIR Largs, 

You are invited to our THIRTIETH  ANNIVERSARY DINNER to be held in Nardini’s  in Largs on 
Thursday evening 28th September. Tickets costing £20 will be available in the Office from the first of August, 
strictly on a first-come first-served basis. 
Longstanding Member Ian McInnes, Leader of the Enjoy Music Group, will give an introductory speech 
covering times past in our organisation. Later we can look forward to an amusing address from our guest 
Drew Cochrane. Drew who writes a regular column in the Largs and Millport Weekly News was once the 
Editor and I believe he was the longest serving Editor of any newspaper in Scotland. 
Remaining tickets, if any, will be available at our Open Day in Clark Memorial Hall at 2 pm. on Wednesday 
6th September. 
Thank you,        
 from the Executive Committee. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

While Members of OIR Largs with justification celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of our founding in 

1987, another anniversary with some significance to the area also falls this year. 

On Monday 16th June 1947, the paddle steamer Waverley entered commercial service. Resplendent in 

the 1883 colour scheme of the North British Steam Packet Company, she set off on her maiden voyage 

to cruise to Arrochar, Loch Long (loch of the ship), in connection with the Loch Lomond Circular Tour. 

There were at that time, two large paddle steamers on Loch Lomond allowing the excursion to be 

undertaken in either direction. 

Intended to be the first replacement for Clyde River vessels lost or unfit for further service at the 

end of the hostilities in Europe, she was laid down  at  the  end  of 1945 to replace a  paddle steamer 

of the same name, sunk with heavy loss of life, during the epic evacuation of British, French and other 

allied troops from Dunkerque in 1940. 

Given acute shortage of materials, particularly wood, and the considerable amount of Admiralty work 

still in progress in the shipyard, it was not until late December 1946 that the vessel was ready for 

launch. She was to prove both the last “steamer” and the last “paddle” propelled vessel built for Clyde 

service. The possibility of building another LNER vessel, similar to “Waverley” to replace their paddle 

steamer “Marmion”, lost on war service, was not pursued. 

                                                        Tom Allison                                                                                               

FRONT PAGE OF THE LOCAL PAPER NO LESS ! 

Wearing their Easter bonnets our enterprising Ballroom Dancing Group were arrayed in all their glory. 

After enjoying Easter dinner at the Willowbank Hotel, Linda Brown came first with the Ladies Best 

Bonnet and Tom Felvus with the Gents. Well done both!  

For further details contact the Group Leaders.  

Bill Alexander Tel: 522043 or Archie Adams Tel: 649008 

 



 “NO TURN UNSTONED” 

Judith Bowers our Guest Speaker in May gave an explicit account of the history of Glasgow’s Britannia 

Panoptican, the world’s oldest surviving Music Hall. 

Many other Halls succumbed to fire, the reason for its survival was that, long before plumbing came 

into being the natural processes meant that the building was consistently saturated ensuring fire was 

not a hazard. In 1893 one urinal was installed to service 1,500 men and boys. Not much change there 

then! 

Eventually, largely to encourage women, Variety was introduced. This consisted of the Royal 

Hippodrome of Animals, High Wire and Trapeze turns and Novelty Acts. 

Many well-known performers such as Dan Leno, Harry Lauder and Cary Grant appeared on stage, and 

Stan Laurel and Jack Buchanan debuted there. The experience nearly killed Harry Lauder, he finished 

week two and then went back to mining. Fortunately he was encouraged to return to the stage in England 

where he was much loved. 

The popularity of Music Hall waned after the arrival of Cinematography, and Music Hall was abandoned 

for the grander Variety Theatre. Fortunately in 1906 a Yorkshireman, A E Pickard arrived on the scene 

and created in the Attic, Freak Shows etc and in the Cellar, Animal Cages which proved extremely 

popular. However by 1938 there were 130 cinemas in Glasgow and the competition was too fierce, so 

the Panoptican was sold. 

Judith has been campaigning for the building for 20 years. She gave us a choice of songs to end with. 

We chose overwhelmingly “Keep Right on to the End of the Road”, followed by thanks and hearty 

applause for a most graphic account of her subject. 

GROUP LEADERS’ MEETING, 12th May  

Jean Stuart, Chairperson, welcomed everyone and updated us on our Anniversary Dinner. The feedback 

from Groups on visits from Executive Members proved popular. Our AGM will be held on 7th June in 

Clark Memorial Hall, new members are needed for the Committee. Nomination forms are in the Office.  

Jean said Bill Alexander needs information from the Groups to update the website. She then invited 

Group Leaders to report on activities and membership. 

Leaders gave reports on Tai-Chi, Art and Chat, Bridge, Carpet Bowls, Stitch and Craft, Cycling, Ayr 

Concerts, Drama, Keyboard, Book Club, French, Table Tennis, Italian, Zumba, Level Walking, Tune-Up 

which is Participation and Music Appreciation, Play and Poetry Reading and Hill Walking. 

Eric Niven, as Treasurer, reported that our finances are fine, and as Outings Organiser, tickets for 

the Inveraray trip are in the Office.  He would appreciate help with organisation of outings and 

eventually someone to take over. John Turcan continues pursuing the possibility of starting a Tablet 

Group. He pointed out the tremendous advantage for older people and is looking for suitable premises 

with easy access. 

Barry Morgan and Tom Allison, Art and Chat, said visitors are always welcome to drop in and the Group 

will be exhibiting at the Open Day. 

A Singing for Fun Group was discussed, a leader would be needed. 

A Putting Group would not be viable.  

Jean thanked the Leaders for all their efforts and closed the Meeting. 

 

BACK IN TIME – Twenty years ! 

It went away for a bit of a scrub, a lick of stain and now looks good for another 20 years, which will 

be our Golden Anniversary in 2037 ! 

It is outside the entrance to Vikingar – not a lot of Members knew that ! 

 



.  

 

 
EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

From the figures provided by our Membership Secretary, Allen Fenton, it is obvious that our numbers 

far exceed the capacity of Nardini’s. I advise those wishing to join our Anniversary Celebration in 

September to get tickets from the Office early in August. 

Over the summer months we continue to staff the Office from Monday to Friday. 

Please note the new opening times from 1st August will be 10.30 am. to 12.30 pm. 

This Grapevine will be the last before our Summer Break. The September edition will update you on 

progress. 

Keep in touch with our website: oirlargs.org.uk                                          Joan Robinson Tel: 675665  


