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Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 6th June in Clark Memorial Church Hall at 2 pm.  

We are seeking nominations for the Executive Committee.  Forms are available in the Office. 

LEARNING THE ROPES! 

Our Guest Speaker in May was Dr Malcolm MacArthur, a volunteer of almost 40 years with 

the Ocean Youth Trust Scotland, taking young people from diverse backgrounds and all 

conditions, inspiring them through adventure under sail. 

This Ocean Youth Club was started in 1960 by Chris Ellis and Rev Chris Courtland, and was 

setup in Scotland circa 1978. Their first boat was TAIKOO and after buying a boatyard, 12 

more were built. We were shown pictures of the launch in 1999 of AILSA ADVENTURER at 

its naming ceremony in torrential rain and several more were to follow. 

Any possible group can apply for a standard voyage from March to November covering the 

West Coast of Scotland and further afield. There is a zero tolerance of drugs, violence and 

ignoring safety rules. 

Starting after a 3 hours safety briefing on the first day, the 12 young people do everything 

aboard with supervision from 6 adults. A typical day starts with breakfast, then happy hour, 

passage planning, setting sail, the watch system, cooking and meals, going ashore, reflection 

and review, evening games, anchor watch and night sail. 

The young people fill in the log book hourly and do meal planning. Meal times are a big social 

event. They do go ashore and perhaps have barbecues and enjoy the wild life. 

Malcolm amused us with anecdotes which include operating lock-gates on the Crinan Canal and 

the exercise of “man overboard!” 

Encouraging team work, physical work and group work, the young people are truly inspired. I 

can testify that at least one young person I know, my grand-daughter, after recovering from 

the shock of having to do her own cleaning and tidying, loved every minute!       Joan Robinson 

 

COMMENT BY TOM ALLISON (ART AND CHAT) ON THE SUNDOWN PLAYERS 

The May edition of the GRAPEVINE highlighted the excellent performances of our fellow OIR 

members THE SUNDOWN PLAYERS in their recent productions “Future Gazing” and “The Golf 

War Widows”. Both were performed to a large appreciative audience at the April monthly 

meeting.  

What GRAPEVINE did not mention was the ARTWORK on the backdrop of “The Golf War 

Widows”. 

Those amazing WINDOWS, looking out onto 

the Golf Course were produced during a noisy, 

very noisy, Thursday session of the ART AND 

CHAT group and were the work of DRAMA  

group members, Cath, Linda, Maddie and 

Pauline. Well done girls; perhaps next time you 

might try to keep giggling to a minimum!?! 

 

 



ERIC NIVEN’S SUMMER TRIPS 

The Royal Highland Show – Saturday 23rd June 2018 

The bus departs Bath Street, Largs at 8.30 am. Return from Ingliston at 4 pm arriving back 

in Largs around 6 pm. 

£40 cost is for the bus to and from the Royal Highland Showground at Ingliston near 

Edinburgh Airport and entry ticket. There is no further group activity organised. 

Forth and Clyde Canal Cruise and Falkirk Wheel or Kelpies – Tuesday 3rd July 2018 Cost £40 

The bus departs Bath Street, Largs at 9 am. Return to Largs should be by 6 pm. 

The Canal Trip lasts about 2 hours. It starts and ends at Kirkintilloch.  Tea/coffee will be 

available on board for a small donation. 

Lunch is at the Stables Restaurant situated beside the canal adjacent to the landing stage. 

After lunch we will head to Falkirk and stop either at the Wheel or at the Kelpies. There is no 

formal arrangement at either venue. 

OUR BRILLIANT BUS TRIP 

Dumfries House was our destination in May. 

A televised introduction from Prince Charles, 

who has been involved throughout its 

restoration, began our tour of this wonderful 

building which employs 200 local people.  

Starting earlier this century, youngsters 

were encouraged to become involved and I 

can tell you that they still are. 

Sheltering from the sun in the Walled 

Garden, on possibly the hottest day this year, 

I heard a teacher telling young children 

about worms and creepy-crawlies. Later, in 

the Maze, they were racing round getting 

very excited! 

The gardens were glorious with stunning trees of eminent height. The house itself had a long, 

varied history and for many years, until quite recently involved the Marquises of Bute, which 

perhaps explains the involvement of Prince Charles with his many titles. 

Our guide and her supporter were most informative, pointing out the many Chippendales and 

articles of immense value and many family portraits and pictures, including one room with 

Prince Charles’s Scottish landscapes. 

A most enjoyable tour on a gorgeous day. Thank you, Eric Niven.   

GROUP LEADERS MEETING ON 21ST MAY 2018, held in the United Free Church Hall. 

The meeting was well attended by the majority of Group Leaders and Executive Committee 

members. The feedback was positive with new groups forming and increasing our membership. 

We were delighted to applaud Margaret Allen who is the leader of the Wednesday Scottish 

Country Dancing Group. She has earned the honour of having a new Scottish Dance named after 

her “MARGARET ALLEN  OF CUMBRAE”. We  are so proud of you Margaret! 

 

CONTINUING VISITS TO GROUPS, BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

BEGINNERS’ BRIDGE GROUP 

When I went to visit they were just settling down to the second session after their tea break. 

Bad timing on my part as I missed the tea and biscuits! 

 



As I made my way round the room everyone told me how they were loving the group and were 

very appreciative of the work and guidance from Ian Orr and Jim Meldrum. “It’s great, we are 

having fun learning and making new friends, I love it!” was said by one lady  and certainly 

summed up the opinion of the group. 

Another lady also told me she was concerned that she had a holiday booked which meant she’d 

miss her Bridge.                                                                                                    Teresa Burns 

 

What do these Groups have in common ? 

 

They both require a lot of furniture to be put out before a start can be made and both made 

me feel inadequate, but very welcome. 

Being a non-musician who finds it difficult to draw breath, it was most interesting to see the 

range of talent on display in Alastair’s Keyboard Group and Barry’s morning Art and Chat Group. 

The Groups are very different in their modus operandi - Alistair gives individual tutoring, 

whereas Barry is on hand to give advice when called upon. 

Thank you both for your time and patience, I now know that one doesn’t position oneself 

centrally in front of a piano keyboard but can still only draw conclusions ! 

A Voluntary Visit to,“The Place up the Haylie Brae”. 

I counted them in, but did anyone count them out ?                                              

A fascinating insight into the workings of a state of the art crematorium, no clanking conveyors 

here and everything done with the ubiquitous, hand-held remote control. 

Proceedings, well most of them, can be beamed across the world to far-flung relatives if 

required, still no escaping from cctv cameras  ! 

The greatest interest shown was ‘behind the scenes’ especially the cavernous import from the 

US, connected to a maze of pipe-work, filters and extractors to ensure that in our final, final 

moments we release no pollutants to the atmosphere.                                            Allen Fenton  

  



Ayr Town Hall 

7 Evening Concert Series 2017/18 

Including Coach Travel 

Once again we were able to take over forty five OIR 

members to the winter series of evening concerts at 

Ayr.  The organisers, Ayr Arts Guild provided us with 

seven concerts which included a special event in 

February to launch a Beethoven Album recorded by the Scottish Chamber Orchestra's Wind 

Soloists. This was an informal concert with seats at round tables in the stalls and included 

light refreshments during the interval. 

As always, the Christmas Classics and New Year Gala Concerts were a sell-out. The remaining 

four concerts provided us with a wide variety of classical music with some outstanding soloists. 

The orchestras this season included the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, the Scottish 

Chamber Orchestra, and the Orchestra of Scottish Opera.  

They performed music by Strauss, Rossini, Beethoven, Borodin, Tchaikovsky, Mozart, Britten 

and a number of other composers providing works less familiar to most of us. 

The happy atmosphere and buzz on the homeward coach journeys indicate how much the Group 

enjoy the evening Series.  The bonus is having a comfortable coach with pick up points from 

Skelmorlie to West Kilbride. 

Has this inspired you?  

Information about the 2018/2019 Concerts Series is available in the OIR Office  

or from Jean and David Wisdish. Tel: 01475 689015   email: david@wisdish.com 

We would love to have new members for the next series.  Closing date is at the Open Day. 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

I shall be moving nearer to town on 15th June.  

My telephone number remains the same 01475 675665.   

My new address is 76A FRAZER STREET, LARGS KA30 9HP. 

Please support your Leaders on our OPEN DAY on Wednesday 5th September, from 2 pm in 

Clark Memorial Church Halls.  

Refreshments will be served. Friends and neighbours welcome. 

Keep in touch with our website: oirlargs.org.uk                                                   Joan Robinson 

  


