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                                         ANTARCTICA                    
           At our November meeting we were captivated by Judith Parrott who was awarded an Arts 
Fellowship by the Australian Government in 2006 and spent four months at Casey Station, in 
the Windmill Islands, just outside the Antarctic Circle. It is almost twice the size of Australia 
and 98% of Antarctica is covered by ice where the average is 1.9km thick.  

Using photography, sound, audio-visual and prose Judith was able to examine the relationships between 
people, place and culture in this remote and fascinating part of the world.  Casey Station is used for scientific 
research addressing critical issues: climate change, the human footprint in Antarctica, wildlife conservation 
and sustainable management of fisheries.   

Through her remarkable photographs and recordings, we were transported to Antarctica to begin to 
understand the climate, landscape and wildlife of the region.  Living quarters were colour coded shipping 
containers, one of which was a hydroponics building where lettuce, green vegetables, tomatoes and fresh 
herbs grew.  Entertainment was self-made and some evenings impromptu concerts would be staged by the 
expeditioners. 

When exploring the local icy terrain Judith travelled on skis and sometimes by boat where she captured 
photographs of Elephant seals, Weddell seals, Adelie penguins and Skua birds which prey on the eggs and 
young Adelie penguins.  It was also fascinating to see photographs of the Plateau – a total white vista where 
Judith felt as if she was floating on a giant white flying saucer!   
Finally, Judith took us to another station - Mawson - situated on an isolated outcrop of rock on the coast in 
Mac Robertson Land, at the edge of the Antarctic plateau.  She explained that in this area semi-precious 
stones could be found.   

Antarctica is certainly a continent of contrasts and hidden beauty. 
Diane Lynch 

 

OUTING    
Phil Cunningham’s Christmas Songbook   

Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow 

Wednesday 19th December at 7.30 pm. 
Leaving Largs at 4 pm. in time to have a meal before attending the concert. 

Returning to Largs after the show. 

Cost £35  (bus and concert only). 

Tickets, for Members and Guests, are now available from the Office.                               

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY FRIDAY 7th December. 

Phil has a number of guests - Eddi Reader, Karen Matheson and John McCusker. 
His band includes Kris Drever, Ian Carr and Kevin McGuire. 
A well-known Brass Band completes the line-up. 

Why not get into the Christmas spirit by coming along ! 

Eric Niven - 01475 687035 

 

 



GROUP NEWS 

BUSINESS FOR BEGINNERS - Possible new Group Activity 

Do you want to start your own business?  

You may be looking for advice, mentoring, or just a place to discuss the problems. 

If so, please add your name and contact details to the sheet in the Office and support a potential new Group.                                                                                                                          

Neil Barlow 522117 

 
OUTING TO GLASGOW IN OCTOBER 

Our first destination in the Merchant City was the Glasgow Police Musuem situated in Bell Street which has a 

pavement plaque naming it “The Commonwealth Walkway”. 

Almost 2 years ago OIR had a Guest Speaker Mr ALASTAIR DINSMOR MBE, Curator of the Police Museum. 

He spoke for an hour on the formation of the Force which was the first in Britain, even earlier than Scotland 

Yard. 

We saw for ourselves the changes he illustrated with early drawings and slides, of changes in uniforms and 

particularly head gear. 

It was considerably more than a century before a woman police officer was appointed. The first in 1915, was 

EMILY MILLER who was a statement taker.  

It was not until 1970 that an Asian was appointed. Of course this was a male of the species!!  

Numerous changes took place from the early 1900s. These included the arrival of police dogs, then horses and 

eventually motorisation, followed by the evolution of communications. 

Many medals were on display for Gallantry and Distinguished Service. 

Crimes too numerous to mention were illustrated throughout and one room was entirely devoted to changing 

uniforms throughout the world.  

So much to see in only an hour or so, I ‘m sure many members will be back for more. 

Lunch, included in our ticket price, was enjoyed in the Mharsanta Restaurant below. We then moved on to Kelvin 

Grove Art Gallery. Because of strike action in Glasgow it was closed. We then moved on to the Riverside 

Transport Museum, not closed, and spent the rest of our time indulging in nostalgia for trams and horse-drawn 

vehicles. Then back to our own beckoning bus with Bob the driver. Eric Niven earned two rounds of applause, 

richly deserved!! 

Joan Robinson 

SEASONS GREETINGS 

On behalf of the Committee I wish all our readers a Very Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you at 

our Festive Afternoon on Wednesday 5th December. After this the Festivities will continue as most Groups have 

a Christmas Lunch or Party planned before they stop for their holiday.  

Most activities will resume during the week commencing 7th January. I look forward to welcoming you at our 

monthly meeting which will be on Wednesday 9th January, the second Wednesday of the month, with Guest 

Speaker DR NEIL CLARK, Curator of Palaeontology, The Hunterian – “Scotland’s Gold”.                Jean Stuart 

OFFICE HOURS 

The office will close at 1200 hours on Friday 21 December and re-open at 1000 hours on Monday 7th January. 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

There will not be a Grapevine in January as few groups meet over the Festive Season.  

We can look forward to entertainment from the Largs Ukelele Group on Wednesday 5th December, 2 pm as usual 

in Clark Memorial Hall. This will be followed by a Christmas Tea. You are welcome to bring a friend or neighbour 

along to enjoy the afternoon.  

Contributions to the Grapevine can be left in the Office, 133 Main Street, Largs,  

or sent to me at 27A Fraser Street, Largs KA30 9HP. Tel: 675665. 

Joan Robinson 

Visit our Website: oirlargs.org.uk 


