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On 5th December our final meeting of the year featured the local UKELELE group. Starting 

with a roll of drums we noticed there were other instruments in play which included a guitar, 

a banjo and 2 mouth organs.  

Neil Robertson gave an introduction and then starting from the 1920s and lasting most of the 

century, tunes and songs were enjoyed. 

 

A pleasant interlude then followed from the PLAY AND POETRY READING group. 

Gillian Millar read “Christmas John Betjeman” and Tricia Blackburn continued with an amusing 

“Night before Christmas”. 

Neil and his Playing and Singing group then entertained us by leading a Christmas sing-song. A    

smiling Jim Bassett was noticeably on his feet and couldn’t resist a gentle stomp now and again! 

After warm applause, Chairperson Jean Stuart brought us up-to-date on OIR matters. 

Treasurer, Eric Niven mentioned the forthcoming Theatre Outing. Jean then gave seasonal 

greetings and invited us to stay for tea. Much enjoyed! 

 

SCOTLAND’S GOLD 

This was the subject of our January Guest Speaker,  Dr Neil Clark the Hunterian’s Curator of 

Palaentology . 

Since Neil was also a Geologist he was invited to do research on gold in order to write a book 

on the subject. He pointed out that gold is all around us, highlighting particular areas especially 

Caithness, Sutherland, Aberdeenshire and the Leadhills. 

 



With maps on screen he covered the country 

including quite close to home, Cumbrae, Bute 

and Arran. The major faults of Tyndrum, 

Helmsdale and Leadhills proved a rich source 

and he explained about colliding continents. 

He continued with 2 gold rushes, one of 

which was false, and showed us sizeable gold 

nuggets on screen, including the 2016 find in 

a Scottish river.  

He concluded by telling us of the Kildonan Gold Rush and showed us a photograph of a bearded 

man at the site. He intends to have his photograph taken in the same position as the seated 

man. It was his great-grandfather!!! 

Questions followed and then applause. 
 

GROUP NEWS 
The Committee welcome suggestions for New Groups, currently there are suggestions for Salsa, Yoga  

Line Dancing and ?????? 

More expressions of interest, should be entered on the sheet in the Office, and a volunteer to lead 

the respective Group would be required. 

 

BIRDWATCHING 

The new Birdwatching group got off to a fine start in October.  Mr Earl Spencer, with tripod 

in hand, leads us around and is most informative on both resident and migrating birds. 

We are lucky having the Clyde on our doorstop attracting diverse species and we are also 

blessed with lochs, woodland, parks and hills. 

Recently we went to busy Loch Semple and the quieter Loch Barr which was quite a contrast. 

Our next outing will be to Eglinton Park. A very different experience to look forward to! 

Joan Robinson 

MEMBERSHIP 

This is fast-approaching 800, the Committee thank you for this increased support. 

 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

If you wish to join a Group, please consult the schedule and ring the Group Leader. Some very 

well attended Groups such as Tai Chi and Pilates have waiting lists. 

Members are interested in an outing to Dundee. The new V&A museum is now open and there 

are many other places of interest nearby.  

It is likely to be in early Spring, possibly the first week in April. More information next month. 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 6th February 2 pm in Clark Memorial Hall.  

Our Guest Speaker is BOB JAMES speaking on “The Riverside Museum”. 

You are welcome to bring a friend or neighbour along to enjoy the afternoon. 

 

Contributions to the Grapevine can be left in the Office, 133 Main Street Largs or sent to me 

at 27A FRAZER STREET, LARGS, KA30 9HP. 

Keep in touch with our website: oirlargs.org.uk 

Joan Robinson Tel: 01475 675665  



  
 


