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MAGIC MOMENTS FROM THE SUNDOWN PLAYERS 

A short comic sketch “Future Gazing” by Robert 

Black, found Eadie, played by Karen Wiley, gazing 

into a crystal ball found on the floor of a junk 

shop, or so she said. More precisely, as the 

sceptic Freda, played by Cath O’Hanlon, 

hastened to add, it was merely a glass marble!  

Convinced that the crystal gazer had lost all of 

her marbles, Freda continued to twit Eadie who                                    

finally gazed into her crystal ball and foresaw 

that someone was about to be thoroughly 

thumped. Guess who?!! 

 

After a quick change of scenery we arrived in the bar of a Golf Club to meet two of “The Golf 

War Widows” (by Damian Trasler), Theresa and Dotty, played by Alison Green and Linda 

Beaton.  

The barman was called away so Theresa and Dotty made free with the gin and vodka. Soon they 

were joined by Rachel, played by Maddie Allardice, whose beverage was Bacardi. These free 

thinking and drinking women, with husbands toadying up to the bosses on the golf course, 

considered themselves to be rational people in this lunatic association. 

As the drink went down the conversation coarsened and was brought to a halt when they learnt 

that Rachel’s husband had won the match. Horror of horrors! This meant that he had beaten 

his boss, but had he lost his job in the process?!!  

 

ERIC’S OUTINGS                  

There are three in the pipeline. Outing to Dumfries House on Thursday 17th May, departing 

from Largs at 9 am with a stop for coffee en route. The tour starts at 11 am and will be 

followed by lunch and a chance to explore the grounds. Optional extras are the Walled Garden 

at £3 and the Maze at £1. Please wear sensible shoes! Cost £30. 

 



The Royal Highland Show on Saturday 23rd June £40 and  

a Canal Cruise on Tuesday 3rd July also £40. 
Outings are dependent on sufficient numbers to justify the cost so please support them. 

Refunds will be given if we cancel.  

Tickets can be bought from the OIR office, 133 Main Street, Largs which is open weekdays from 10 

am. until noon, or from Eric Niven’s stall at our monthly meetings.  

Contact Eric Tel: 01475 687035 

MORE FROM MONICA 

Tai-Chi Caledonia, an extraordinary European and International event. 

2018 will be its 23rd year. It is held in Stirling University Campus for a full week in July. It 

involves weekend workshops. I started with these on Marna’s advice for my first two years. 

These are followed by five intensive days of 2.5 hrs training sessions twice daily, plus early 

morning workshops, evening lectures and demonstrations. The atmosphere is amazing and great 

fun. We are steeped in Tai-Chi for seven days. I’ve met some lovely people, instructors and 

students. We’ve been exhausted, exhilarated, fascinated and laughed until we cried! I managed 

to do the full week in 2016 and again in 2017. Marna is a “Cally” veteran of many years standing 

and has taught her own class in Greenock for at least 10 years. Everyone I’ve met at “Cally” 

has had one thing in common, an abiding love and fascination for the ancient art of Tai-Chi in 

all its forms. 

Tai-Chi stretches the mind and the whole body. Another quote from Robert, a little of his 

cool-down mantra “You’ve worked with your memory, concentration, co-ordination, balance and 

timing”. I have improved since my first unsure steps, and even the two left feet know what 

they are supposed to be doing, most of the time! 

The knowledge I have gained would sit on the tip of a very small pin. Tai-Chi is vast like a 

gigantic onion, with very thin layers. 

Thank you OIR Largs for bringing the gentle obsession of Tai-Chi into my life, and turning me 

into a student again, thirsty for knowledge! It has been and still is a life changing experience 

in the best possible way, and there are lots of adventures still to come.                                                                                                                                         

Monica J Rutherford “A dedictated beginner!” 

Thank you Monica for your entertaining account for the Grapevine.                   Joan Robinson                                                                      

 

CONTINUING ART AND CHAT AT GARTMORE 

After a hearty breakfast on Monday morning, everyone was raring to go. For this visit we 

elected to dispense with the services of a tutor; we would do our own thing! Well not quite, 

sensibly Barry had prepared a “programme” for each day. While not written in stone, this would 

concentrate minds, keep us busy, and more importantly take each of us out of our comfort 

zone and challenge us all to try something different! 

With a little rearrangement of the room, we set about the first challenge; Still Life! Not many 

of us enjoy doing this subject, however work was soon produced and with borrowed drawing 

pins was soon being displayed, on three long up-ended felt covered tables. 

Portraiture, architecture etc were other subjects Barry had set for us. Given the casual 

atmosphere in the house, word quickly spread and staff with overnight guests were popping in 

to see our work. Comments were favourable and lots of photographs taken. A Dutch guest, 

himself a watercolour painter, spent some time “chatting”! 

The problem all painters struggle with is light! The Artic weather conditions surrounding the 

house, deep snow sometimes with sunlight reflected off it, or dull leaden skies all adding to 

the challenge. Of course, it was not all art work! The quality of food at Gartmore is by any 



standard excellent! The chefs were both Kenyan, with other nationalities among the pleasant 

and helpful staff. After an excellent dinner each evening we repaired to the lounge to gather 

round the open ornate log fire. Claiming “I’m the best stoker”, one female in our group always 

contrived to get closest to it! 

While none of us expected to create “great art” over these few days, we did produce a goodly 

amount of work, some of which would grace any wall. More importantly we (including our 

honorary OIR members) left home feeling much better for the experience. Should proof of 

the success of our stay be required, Barry has already made arrangements for another group 

of OIR painters to return to Gartmore next year. 

Thank you, Tom Allison for the enjoyable account of your stay.  

May I remind everyone that an ever-changing display of their work can be seen in the OIR Office.  

 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

BILLIE IN THE BACKROOM  ie the kitchen did wonderfully well with the Easter tea.  

I can divulge that her proper name is Elizabeth. She would welcome assistance in future so 

please come along to the monthly meetings a little early to lend a hand, thank you.  

Items for inclusion in the Grapevine can be left in the office or contact me.  

Joan Robinson Tel: 675665  

Visit our website: oirlargs.org.uk  

  
 


