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SHE WAS NUMBER TWENTY-EIGHT 

On the first day of the formation of OIR there was a massive queue to join. 

RITA HODSMAN  once told me she was number 28 in that queue. 

Some of you will remember our 30th anniversary celebration held in Nardinis. Rita did us the 

honour of cutting our celebratory cake. 

Sadly, Rita died recently and our Secretary Shirley Strang and I attended the funeral in Clark 

Memorial Church.  

All I can tell you is Rita was much loved!                                                              Joan Robinson 

ACTIVITY TIMETABLE 2019 – 2020 

Since this was distributed there have been a few changes. 

Tuesday 

Italian with Marco Cecchini has moved to Café Guzzi. 

Friday  

The morning session of Bridge is now being led by Rowan Duggan, 686696 

LANGUAGE COURSES 

The French, German, Italian and Spanish classes have been running for a number of years and 

are proving very popular. Where a language is offered at more than one level the groups have 

been described as Beginners, Intermediate or Advanced.  

It is now considered to be inappropriate to describe a class as “Beginners” when they have 

been studying a language for more than one year.  As a result, the French and Italian Groups 

are now referred to as either Group 1, Group 2 or Group 3. 

Members considering joining a Language Group must contact the Group Leader to ascertain 

which Group would be the most appropriate for them to attend. 

AYR CONCERT SERIES 

This is currently over-subscribed. If you would like to be added to the waiting list, please   

contact Jean or David Wisdish, 689015 

REPORTS ON RECENT OUTINGS 

RETURN TO PITTENWEEM 

Our previous trip 3 years ago was on a glorious Summer day. Our journey from Largs started 

this time with rain but fortunately it was quite pleasant when we arrived on the East coast. 

Spoilt for choice, having more than 90 venues at our disposal, we started from the car park at 

the top of the hill and descended finally to the sea front. 

A huge variety of talent was on display, not just paintings but sculpture too. The venues ranged 

from people’s living rooms and garages, shops, cafes and school and church halls. 

The artists were very friendly and forthcoming.  

Apparently, the Annual Exhibition started in a small way at roughly the same time as our OIR 

organisation, which was more than 30 years ago. 



After refreshments and chatting to people from all over Scotland and further afield, we 

boarded the bus again for our return journey. This time it was a coastal route which took us  

to a pleasant hotel just a few miles from Queensferry for more refreshments. Then home via 

Kincardine Bridge.  

I had bought a lovely painting of a backwater in Pittenweem which when framed will have pride 

of place on my wall.                                                                                              Joan Robinson 

TRAQUAIR HOUSE 

Our outing to this ancient house in the Borders near 

INNERLEITHEN proved most enjoyable. It was 

quite a long journey and although the weather was 

miserable at our start in Largs, things improved as 

Bob our driver took a scenic route eastwards with a 

coffee stop en route. 

On our arrival we were divided into 2 groups, one 

set had an early refreshment break and the rest, 

including me, were escorted through the courtyard 

to Traquair House which is the oldest inhabited 

house in Scotland. 
          House photographs by Brian Jackson         

The only concession to modernity seemed to be the 

dimly lit electric lighting. There was no lift as there 

was no space and a few of our members were unable 

to climb the steep winding staircase. Our guide was 

most enlightening, and escorted through several 

rooms, we learnt a lot of historical facts of the 

frequently troubled area. We were even shown the 

escape route! 

After our refreshment break, my friend Alice and 

I wandered round the old walled garden. Being the 

height of summer, it was in full bloom. No longer 

raining, it was a very pleasant meander. 

What sticks in my mind is the horse in the shade close to the fountain. Made from some broken 

metal device it was a wonderful creation that will linger with me. After leaving we spent an 

hour or so in Peebles, 6 miles away, and then 

continued our journey north to the motorway. 

Approaching Glasgow, passing the other horse in the 

rain, I was reminded of a wonderful occasion over 2 

years ago. This was the trip, organised by Eric 

Niven, to the Scottish Parliament and Museum in 

Edinburgh. On our return journey I shall always 

remember the setting sun shimmering through the 

magnificent horse! 

Thank you, Eric for brightening our lives!                                                                                                     

Joan Robinson 

 

 



MEMBERSHIP 

31 New Members have joined since July and 448 Members have already renewed their 

subscription. 

If you are one of the remaining 377, payment may be made in the Office, or on Open Day. 

Either cheque (payable to OIR Largs) or cash is acceptable but please, if possible, bring the 

Renewal Application which was delivered to you. 

If renewing by post, a stamp or stamp-addressed envelope would be very much appreciated. 

 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 

Our annual Open Day will be held on Wednesday 4th September at 2 pm.  

Chairperson Jean Stuart will give a welcome.  

After visiting more than 30 stalls there will be refreshments served in the rear hall.  

You are welcome to bring a friend or neighbour to enjoy the afternoon. 

If you wish to have an article in the Grapevine ring me Tel:- 01475 675665 or call into the 

Office - 133 Main Street, Largs which is open Monday to Friday from 10 am. until noon. 

Keep in touch with our website: oirlargs.org.uk 

Joan Robinson  

27A Frazer Street Largs KA30 9HP 

  
 


