
  

At our October meeting, Ursula Buchan, gave a very 

interesting presentation on the life of her Grandfather John 

Buchan. John is probably best known for his adventure novel, 

“The Thirty-Nine Steps” which first appeared as a serial in 

Blackwood’s Magazine in August and September 1915 before 

being published as a book in October 1915.    

Despite pursuing an active career in Politics, Diplomacy and 

Publishing, John wrote 50 books in his spare time, including 

historical novels and biographies. 

Ursula has clearly inherited her Grand-father’s talent for writing as she is an award-

winning journalist and author who for many years wrote on gardening for national 

newspapers and magazines. These days she concentrates more on social history.  

Her latest book “Beyond the Thirty-Nine Steps: A Life of John Buchan” is the result 

of five years of research, mainly in Scotland and Canada. It was published to critical 

acclaim in 2019. 

The John Buchan Story Museum in Peebles details his life as a British Novelist, 

Historian and Politician who served as Governor General in Canada. It also describes 

his association with Peebles, the Borders countryside and its people. 

                                                                              Jean Stuart 

                                                                               Chairperson 

 

COMMITTEE RE-ORGANISATION 

Following Bob Pattie’s resignation as Group Liaison Officer the Committee decided 

that this would be a good opportunity to re-assign some of the duties of the Office-

Bearers as well as reducing their workload.  

The details of the Committee Members and their roles are as follows: 

Executive Committee 

Jean Stuart Chairperson 675207 

Eric Niven Treasurer 687035 

Gavin MacLellan Secretary 686959 

Neil Barlow Minute Secretary 522117 

Shirley Strang Group Liaison Officer 07951 288192 

Allen Fenton Membership Secretary 673699 

Neil Barlow Office Manager 522117 

Morag Fisken Speakers’ Convenor 689007 

Agnes Kennedy Outings Organiser 689696 

Agnes Kennedy Newsletter Editor 689696 

Bob Pattie  568733 

 Vacancies!  

 



“The Art of Propaganda” 

This is the title of our first in person meeting with a Speaker for session 2021-2020. 

It promises to be a very interesting talk by Andrew Shand and I look forward to 

welcoming you to Clark Memorial Church Hall on Wednesday 3rd November at 2 pm. 

More details of this meeting will be sent via an e-mail reminder at the end of October. 

                                                                              Jean Stuart 

                                                                               Chairperson 

GROUP NEWS 

Scottish History Group 

Our budding Historians are still awaiting a venue but are planning to meet on the first 

and third Thursday of the month from 2 pm. - 4 pm. commencing on 4th November.  

The first topic they have chosen to study is “Dalriada and the Picts”. Morag Fisken has 

offered to lead the discussion although members should carry out some research 

beforehand.  

If you missed the initial meeting it is not too late to register your interest with  

Alison Balmforth who can be contacted on: 07979 527487. 

 

Philosophy Group 

The Philosophers are anxious to resume their in-person meetings in their new 

surroundings in the Dunn Memorial Small Hall.  However, they are still awaiting 

confirmation of a starting date which is likely to be either the 2nd or 9th November. 

More information is available from Maddie Allardice, on 01475 670747. 

An Away Day for the Saturday Hill Walking Group 

The Water of Leith proved to be a popular choice for the 17 members of the walking 

group who managed through to Edinburgh for a couple of days in October.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We arrived on the Sunday and immediately got split up, with some heading up Salisbury 

Crags  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and others hitting the delights of John Lewis with a few pub stops en route.  Talk about 

herding cats. 

We stayed in Leith and took over several tables at a high-class joint for dinner. After 

several drinks the Brewers Fayre seemed just fine.  After a few more, nobody was even 

mentioning the “Nice hotel but a grotty pub next door” review on Tripadvisor.  Our 

recovery rate was stupendous.  

On Monday we set off and managed around 8 miles (excluding detours) before we gave 

in and went for the bus.  The walking was fine but all that culture was exhausting.   

We are hoping to make this an annual event.  We may even go back to Edinburgh and do 

it in the opposite direction and hopefully pick up the members we lost along the way.   

 

Agnes Kennedy 

Group Leader 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
With Membership now at 637, last year’s Membership total has been passed, but we 

still lag a long way behind the pre-Covid year’s figure of 766 at this time. 

Thank-you for having paid your Subscription ! 
Allen Fenton 

Membership Secretary  
 

Please remember that our website: oirlargs.org.uk is an excellent way of keeping up-

to-date with our Activities and it also gives you the opportunity to contact us  via the 

“contact us” page. Alternatively, you may prefer to use our e-mail address 

oir.largs@outlook.com 

Jean Stuart 

Chairperson 


