
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT FOR AGM 2020
The session had an excellent start, with a very well-attended Open Day in September. It was evident
that  our  members  and  potential  members  enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  various  stands,
demonstrating  the  wide  range  of  activities  which  are  on  offer.   The  Group  Leaders  are  to  be
congratulated for the time and effort which they devoted to making their tables look so attractive.
In January, more than 80 of our Members attended a Defibrillation Course. 
These sessions were led by Heartstart Volunteers and our thanks are due to them, as well as to Bill and
Sheila Alexander, for organising these very worthwhile classes.
Three new Groups started during the year and, in response to the demand, another two Groups have
each added an extra class.  Unfortunately, we lost one Group - Line Dancing, which finished in January.
The Group Activities, together with our monthly meetings, are the public face of OIR.
However much administrative work goes on behind the scenes.  The Committee work tirelessly in their
attempts to meet the ever-changing requirements of our Members and to ensure that the day-to-day
running of the organisation continues as smoothly as possible.  
Good communication is essential in any organisation and OIR uses The Grapevine, e-mails and website
updates to disseminate information. The Committee welcome comments, suggestions for new Groups and
venues for Outings. This session saw a record number of enquiries via the “contact us” section of the
website. 
For our Members who do not feel comfortable using technology, a printed version of the Grapevine is
available from the Office.  This version is also displayed in the window so it can be read should the
Office be closed.
As OIR is a registered charity, we need to comply with the Regulators’ requirements and have to be
aware of Data Protection and Health and Safety Acts. 
Following discussion at a Group Leaders’ Meeting, regarding the use of an Incident Book, a Health and
Safety Policy has been implemented, and Neil Barlow volunteered to be our Health and Safety Officer. 
Committee Members make annual visits to the Groups and never fail to be impressed, not only with the
warm welcome which they receive,  but also with the relaxing and friendly atmosphere in which the
Groups are pursuing their Activity.
Regrettably, our Activities and the Office closed at mid-day on 20th March just before lockdown. As a
result, our April and May monthly meetings had to be cancelled and the AGM postponed.  
All our members were sent a copy of our Accounts for the year ended 31 st March and were given the
opportunity to raise any objections. However, there were none.
It is hoped to hold a short AGM as soon as the rules on Social Distancing are relaxed.
Many of our Group Leaders have come up with some ingenious ways of keeping their Group Activity
functioning by using e-mail, What’s App and Zoom and in some cases a mixture of all three. 
This is much appreciated by the Group Members, especially those who are being “shielded” and who live
alone.
It is unlikely that, when our new session starts in September, we will  be able to meet in our usual
settings. However, the Committee are looking at ways in which the Groups can remain in contact until the
measures on Social Distancing are relaxed. Realistically some Groups will find this much easier than
others. 
Our Activity Timetable, showing the Groups which we hope to run in Session 2020-2021, will be available
shortly. If you would like to participate in any of these Groups, please contact their leader who will be
happy to provide details of their remote meetings.
Please keep safe during these difficult times and when you are out for your daily exercise have a look in
the office window for any up-dates and also check our website regularly. I look forward to meeting you
again as soon as we are permitted to have large gatherings.

Jean Stuart
Chairperson


