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Unfortunately, Session 2020-2021 did not transpire as planned, with the Office
remaining closed for all of the year and several of our Activities unable to take 
place.

However, it was not all doom and gloom as most of our Out-Door Activities were 
able to operate to some degree, albeit on a “stop and re-start”, basis as 
restrictions were imposed then relaxed.

The resilience and the ability of our Members and Group Leaders to adapt to 
changing circumstances came to the fore as several of our indoor Groups 
continued to meet remotely using Zoom or Skype, depending on the preference 
of the Group.  These meetings were very much enjoyed by the participants, 
especially those who were “shielding”, as they were a great way of keeping in 
touch and having a chat, while pursuing a shared interest.

Our Programme of Monthly Talks continued via Zoom. At first there were a few 
hiccups both on the part of the Speakers and the Host, but these were very 
soon ironed out as we all became quite expert at using Zoom. 

One of the Talks actually resulted in a new activity - Keeping Fit which is still 
taking place remotely.

I was pleasantly surprised to see several new participants at the Monthly Talks 
and I hope they will continue to join us when we resume meeting in person.

The Grapevine was a casualty of lockdown, but contact with our Members was 
maintained via a Monthly Update and Reminders for the Meetings for those  
having provided an e-mail address.

Unfortunately, some of our Members found that Zoom was not for them.

Looking forward to next Session, the Office has already re-opened and some of 
our venues will be available from 1st September. Our very interesting Speakers’ 
programme has been finalised and is a mixture of Zoom and in person meetings.

Suggestions for two new Groups have been received – Scottish History which 
has 15 expressions of interest and Geology with 18 prospective members.  It is 
intended to arrange meetings with those who have expressed their interest 
once suitable venues have been identified.

Your Committee have continued to meet regularly throughout the session and 
were able to meet outside in June and July.



On behalf of the Committee, I express our sincere thanks to our Members and 
Group Leaders for their support during the past year especially as our 
Programme was so limited.

I look forward to welcoming you next Session when we should be able to offer  
our usual wide range of Activities. 

Jean Stuart
Chairperson


